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Resumen:

English and its literature have faced a long evolution process framed into diverse sociopolitical
changes. The Middle age English and English literature is characterized by the influenced of French
language after the Norman conquest in 1066 AD. Thus, both language and literature enriched with
the French culture which brought in turn, classic languages lexicon from Latin and Greek.

Descripcién:
Presentation about the changes and influences in English language and literature during the
historical period of 1066 — 1500 AD, known as the Middle Age
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Excuse/pardon my french! @
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=> This phrase is used in conversation when someone
Swears or curses.

=> Originally used in England when someone used a
French word, when speaking to someone who may
not have had the social standing to understand

=> Due to the vast history of conflict between France and
England, it soon became a dig at the French.
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The entrepreneur, a big connoisseur of
fine cuisine ordered a magnificent menu
from his bureau: soup, salad and an
omelette . Also, a massage and a
bouguet as a souvenir for his fiancée
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The entrepreneur, a big connoisseur of
fine cuisine ordered a magnificent
menu from his bureau: soup, salad and
an omelette . Also, a massage and a
bouquet as a souvenir for his filancée
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Middle age
Middle English
(1066 -1500 AD) 4






Europe in the 11th century (1000 AD)




The norman conquest in 1066 S
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The normans @
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e The conquering Normans were descended from Vikings who
had settled in northern France about 200 years before (the
very word Norman comes originally from Norseman).

e By that time they had completely abandoned their Old Norse
language and completely adopted French (which is a
so-called Romance language, derived originally from the Latin,
not Germanic, branch of Indo-European), to the extent that not
a single Norse word survived in Normandy.




The normans

e Normans spoke a rural dialect of
French with considerable Germanic ¢
influences, usually called h
Anglo-Norman or Norman French |/ " '
which was quite different from the 34
standard French of Paris.
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William | of England Q@
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William the Conqueror (Duke of Normandy and, later,
William | of England) invaded the island of Britain from his
home base in northern France, and settled in his new
acquisition along with his nobles and court.

William crushed the opposition with a brutal hand and
deprived the Anglo-Saxon earls of their property, distributing it
to Normans (and some English) who supported him.




Literature In
Middle ages




English literature in middle ages Q@
e The Norman Conquest worked no immediate transformation
on either the language or the literature of the English.

e Older poetry continued to be copied during the last half of
the 11th century; two poems of the early 12th
century—"Durham”, and “Instructions for Christians” were
composed after 1066.

e By the end of 12th century, most English literature was
influenced by French poetry models.




English literature in middle ages Q@
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Durham (12th century):

Celebrates the city of Durham,
England, praises its roman
cathedral and its relics




The grave (12th century):

Post Norman conquest poem,
tells the death of William the
conqueror, his cruelty and greed.



English literature in middle ages Q@
The brutt (12th century):

It is the first work in English to P e —
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treat of the "matter of Britain”: the |+ W,., i :..'
legends of Arthur and the knights g S
of the Round Table, and was
written at a time when English
was nearly eclipsed by French
and Latin as a literary language.




English literature in middle ages Q@
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Wa was Cadwalader; pe king wes on londe.

for scome he ne mihte fleon; no for harme her beon.
Neodeles he hine bipohte; hu he faren mahte.

he nom his madmes alle; and his m[e]n deore.

& bah sud ouer sz. into Brutaine.

and nom pe[r] wickinge; mid Alaine pan kinge.

pe wzs sune Salemonnes. pas sele kinges.

pe swide lufede Cadwadlan; pe while his daizes ilaste.
Par Alzin pe king; Cadwalader under-ueng.

& funde him in pan londe; al pat he wolde.

purh elleouen 3ere; pe king wunede pere.

Excerpt from “The Brut”
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Languages of Britain in the 11th to 14th@

Anglo-Norman French became
the language of the kings and
nobility of England for more than
300 years. It was was the verbal
language of the court,
administration and culture.
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e The “Domesday Book (1086)”, in
which William the Conqueror took
stock of his new kingdom, was
written in Latin to emphasize its
legal authority.
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e The peasantry and lower classes (the vast majority of the
population, an estimated 95%) continued to speak English

e |t was considered by the Normans a low-class, vulgar
tongue - and the two languages developed in parallel, only

gradually merging as Normans and Anglo-Saxons began to
Intermarry.

e |[tis this mixture of Old English and Anglo-Norman that is
usually referred to as Middle English.




Biggest influences on English @
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French Influence on English o)
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French Influence on English @
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French Influence on English @
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MERCHANT

(Etymology: 13th Century: from Old French,
probably from Vulgar Latin mercatare
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