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Resumen: 

Sociolinguistics is the study of the relationship between language and society. It 

explores how language is used in different social contexts and how social factors 

influence the way people speak. Sociolinguistics helps us understand why we 

speak differently in different situations, how language reflects social 

structures, and how it can both unite and divide communities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Descripción: 

This presentation introduces students to the concept of sociolinguistics. Besides, it 

provides examples and exercises.  
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Referencie este documento así: García-Álvarez, J. A. (2025). Introduction to 

sociolinguistics [PowerPoint presentation]. Institución Universitaria Colegio Mayor del 

Cauca. 
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What is sociolinguistics?



Write down on a sheet True and on another False. Then read each 

sentence and decide whether it’s true or false.

Myths and truths 



People only have one way of speaking.



False



Slang is ruining the language.



False



Some accents are more correct than others 



False



The way you speak can affect how people see you.



True



We all change the way we speak depending on the situation.



True



Young people are the main reason languages change over time.



True



It’s the study of the relationship between language and society.

Why do we speak differently in different social contexts?

What are the social functions of language?

How does language convey social meaning? 

Why is it important to study this? 

Sociolinguistics 



To provide information about:

❖ The way language works.

❖ Social relationships in a community.

❖ The way people convey and construct aspects of 

their social identity through language.



Read example 1, what social aspects can you inferred?



➢ The way people talk is influenced by the context where 

they are talking.

➢ If Ray had known his grandmother could hear him, he 

would’ve expressed differently.

➢ So, it matters who can hear us, where we are talking, 

and how we are feeling.  



➢ Also, Ray expresses information and feelings (language 

serves a range of functions).

➢ His relationship with his mother is intimate and friendly.



Now, consider example 2, What differences can you realise 

and what conclusions can you reach?

Context: Leaving school, Ray had run into the school 

principal.



➢ The same message may be expressed very differently to 
different people.

➢ Ray is aware of social factors that influence the choice of 
appropriate ways of speaking in different social contexts.

➢ The relationship is respectful and formal.

➢ So, sociolinguistics is concerned with the relationship between 
language and the context in which it is used.





Answers to exercise 1a:

Ray greets his mother with the friendly form hi, compared to the more

distant and formal good afternoon used to the school principal. He uses

mum, an address form which indicates that he gets on well with her. He

could have used no address form at all. Note that he uses the respectful

address form sir to the principal. Finally he refers to his teacher as that

bastard and uses a nickname Sootbucket for him, an indication that he

is treating his mother as an intimate.

This contrasts with the way he refers to the teacher when talking to the

principal, when he uses Mr. Sutton. We choose our words carefully

according to whom we are talking to. Language choices convey

information about the social relationships between people as well as

about the topic of discussion. The kind of information which is relevant

to language choice includes how well we know the other person and

whether they are socially superior.



Answers to exercise 1b:

Most people greet friends and family differently from those they

do not know so well, and from those who are in a superior

relationship to them, such as the school principal or the boss at

work.

Often nicknames or endearments are used between people who

know each other well (e.g. mornin’ sweetheart, hello love, hi

Jono). When speaking to superiors, it is common to use a title

plus last name (e.g. Miss Firth, Mr Halliday, Dr Lee) or to avoid

names and use only a formal greeting, such as good morning.

The particular forms you use may vary from those suggested, but

the general patterns described here should apply.



Answers to exercise 1c:

We cannot tell from the form Sootbucket alone whether Ray

feels positive or negative about his teacher. In western (and

especially masculine) culture, it is common to use forms

that appear superficially insulting to express friendliness

and affection. Even the preceding word bastard can be used

in a friendly manner between good (usually male) friends in

New Zealand and Australia. Hence the main clue to Ray’s

feeling is the wider discourse which indicates he is clearly

making a complaint and that is not happy at the way he has

been treated.



Lastly, aspects of social identity can be indicated in our 
speech, such as:

❑ Who we are.

❑ Where we come from.

❑ Social experiences we have had.

❑ Gender

❑ Ethnicity.

For further study of the previous examples, it is also 
needed auditory clues. 



By groups, you will receive an scenario card with a situation. Act 

it out and analyse with the whole class the language used.

Role play activity 
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Thank you!


