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Resumen: 

This presentation explores the foundational elements of English sentence structure, 

focusing on phrases, clauses, and sentence types. A phrase is a group of related 

words that function as a single part of speech but do not contain both a subject and 

a verb. In contrast, clauses are word groups that contain a subject and a verb. 

Clauses are categorized into independent clauses, which express a complete 

thought and can stand alone as simple sentences, and dependent clauses, which 

rely on independent clauses to convey full meaning. These elements form the basis of 

sentence construction and are essential for understanding more complex sentence 

structures in English grammar. 

 

 

 

Descripción: 

This presentation explains step by step dependent and independent clauses, phrases 

and simple sentences. Furthermore, it provides examples and exercises.   
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Simple Sentences, 
phrases, independent 
and dependent clauses.
MAG. JHONIER GARCÍA



What is a clause?



It is a group of words that 
contains a subject + verb



What is a phrase?



Group of words that functions as 
a single unit, but doesn’t contain 
a subject and a verb.



Identify whether they 
are clauses of phrases:



Juanita went to the 
park.
CLAUSE



He finished his 
homework.
CLAUSE



Under the table
PHRASE



During the meeting
PHRASE



They travelled to Spain.
CLAUSE 



The cat is sleeping on 
the couch.
CLAUSE 



In the middle of the 
night.
PHRASE



Across the street
PHRASE



We need more time.
CLAUSE



My sister called her 
friend.
CLAUSE 



Camilo plays the guitar.
CLAUSE



Next to the window.
PHRASE 



With great enthusiasm.
PHRASE



I visited my 
grandparents last week.
CLAUSE



Between the two
buildings.
PHRASE



Through the forest.
PHRASE



The dog barked loudly.
CLAUSE



They are studying for 
the exam.
CLAUSE



Clauses are classified 
between independent
and dependent.



An independent clause 
has a complete idea and 
it can stand alone.
EXAMPLE: SHE WENT TO THE STORE.



A dependent clause or subordinate
clause doesn’t have a complete idea
and it can’t stand alone. It depends 
on another clause to express a 
complete idea.
EXAMPLE: WHEN SHE WENT TO THE STORE.



Are these clauses 
independent or 
dependent?



Although it was raining.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



Because he was tired.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



We went to the 
university.
INDEPENDENT



They finished their
project.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



We arrived early.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



She passed the exam.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



When I called her.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



If you need help.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



Since they moved to the 
city.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



He started a new job.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



After the movie ended.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



They went out for 
dinner.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



Unless she changes her 
mind.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



We will leave tomorrow.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



Before the meeting 
starts.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



He always arrives on 
time.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



They decided to stay 
home.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



Even though it was late.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



While I was cooking 
dinner.
DEPENDENT CLAUSE



She loves reading books.
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE



Simple Sentences 



A simple sentence is just 
an independent clause. It 
expresses a complete idea.

S + V



She runs every morning.
(ONE SUBJECT: SHE ;  ONE VERB: RUNS)



John and Mary went to 
the park. 
(COMPOUND SUBJECT: JOHN AND MARY ;  ONE VERB: WENT )



I read and write.
(ONE SUBJECT: I ;  COMPOUND VERB: READ AND WRITE )



Exercise: 1. On a sheet, write a
subject, or a verb, or a phrase. 



Exercise: 2. Make a simple sentence with 
the other parts of your classmates.
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Thank you
Have a lovely day!


